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Charlevoix’s Emily Zabawa is our

Charlevoix County News’ 2015

All-Area Volleyball Player of the

Year.  (Courtesy photo)

Charlevoix Head Coach Audra

Randall is our repeat Coach of

the Year. File photo

Santa�is�Coming
to�Town!

Santa�is�Coming
to�Town!

Area Communities To Host 
Holiday Festivities This Friday

Join the cele-
bration and
kick off to the
holidays in
downtown
Boyne City on
Friday, Novem-
ber 27, from 5 –
9 p.m. for the
Holiday Open
House and
Santa Parade.
The streets of
downtown
Boyne City will
be filled with
the sounds,
sights and
smells of  the
holiday season.  Down-
town businesses will be
offering great shopping,
refreshments and hospi-
tality during the festivi-
ties.   “We hope to have
downtown filled with res-
idents and visitors enjoy-
ing all that Boyne City
has to offer for the holi-
day season,” said Karen
Guzniczak, chair of  the
Main Street committee
organizing the event.

The evening kicks off
with the Girl Scouts light-
ing the community
Christmas tree in Old
City Park at 5 p.m.  The
parade will begin at 6
p.m. with the evening’s
special guest from the
North Pole!  

Other activities include
hay rides starting at 6:30
p.m. sponsored by Remax,

a live nativity scene from
4 – 8 p.m. sponsored by
Coldwell Banker, visits
with Santa and his elves,
and a live reindeer pet-
ting zoo!   The Girl Scouts
will be handing out sweet
treats throughout town.

Those participating in
the parade will line-up on
East Main Street between
East and Lake Streets
starting at 5:30 p.m.    All
community churches, or-
ganizations, schools and
businesses are encour-
aged to participate in the
parade.   

The Holiday Open
House and Parade are
sponsored by Charlevoix
State Bank. 

For more information
contact Main Street at
Mainstreet@boynecity.com.

Come cele-
brate a time
of  family,
friends and
fun during
the annual
Holiday Pa-
rade & Tree
Lighting Cele-
bration taking
place in
downtown
Charlevoix on
Friday, No-
vember 27.

Throughout
the day,
Charlevoix
stores and
restaurants will be offer-
ing fantastic Black Friday
Deals. Get a jump on your
holiday shopping while
taking advantage of  some
of  the lowest prices of  the
year.

From 3 to 5pm, children
of  all ages are invited to
the Charlevoix Circle of
Arts to partake in some
good old fashion holiday
craft activities. There will
be sprinkles and toppings
galore for delicious cookie
decorating fun. Or help
your little ones make
their own pine cone orna-
ment to take home and
hang on your family tree.
Chemical Bank and the
Circle of  Arts have joined
forces to help you create
precious moments and
keepsakes that will be re-
membered for a lifetime.

From 3 to 5pm,
Charlevoix State Bank
will host the North Pole
where children can have
their picture taken with
Santa compliments of  Pic-
ture This. Santa and his
jolly elves will be at the
bank to help you capture
that special holiday mo-
ment. Enjoy festive and
tasty treats in the lobby
while your child waits for
his or her turn to visit
with Old Saint Nick.

From 4 to 6pm,
Stafford's Weathervane
Restaurant and Subway
invite you to warm up
with some hot cocoa and
cookies in East Park next
to the Community Christ-
mas tree. Cookies and
cocoa will be served by
volunteers from the

Holiday Open House and Santa 
Parade in Boyne City this Friday

Charlevoix holiday parade and
tree lighting this Friday

There’s plenty of holiday fun in store for the
whole family this Friday, November 23rd, in
Boyne City at the Holiday Open House and
the Santa Parade, kicking off with a tree light-
ing in Old City Park at 5pm.  Courtesy photo. 

Come celebrate a time of family, friends and
fun during the annual Holiday Parade & Tree
Lighting Celebration taking place in down-
town Charlevoix on Friday, November 27.
Courtesy photo

See Holiday Parade–3A

By Jim Akans

Thanksgiving is the quintes-
sential American holiday.  It is a
day of  food, family, football and
restored faith in the thankful ca-
pacity of  mankind.  Celebrated
on the fourth Thursday of  No-
vember, Thanksgiving is a red,
white and blue celebration en-
sconced in visions of  Pilgrims in
black and white sharing the har-
vest and good will with Native
Americans so many moons ago.

It is a reminder that extending
the spirit of  camaraderie and
good will is a timeless and price-
less act.

Of  course, Lions football and
the annual Macy’s Thanksgiving
parade are must see turkey-day
television events as well as great
excuses to eat snacks before sit-
ting down to a huge feast.  The
Macy’s parade, known for elabo-
rate floats, balloons and celebrity
appearances, began in 1924, actu-
ally the same year “America’s

Thanksgiving Parade” first
marched down the streets in De-
troit.   

The annual Detroit Lions
Thanksgiving football game tra-
dition started ten years later, in
1934, with a 19 to 16 loss against
the Chicago Bears, and with the
exception of  a hiatus between
1939 and 1944, the game has been
played every year since, with an
overall record hovering around
the .500 mark at 35-34-2. Following
back to back turkey day wins in

2013 and 2104, this year the Lions
will play the Philadelphia Eagles
at Ford Field starting at 12:30 pm
and will be televised on FOX. 

Thanksgiving has also inspired
some memorable thoughts and
observations over the years, such
as…

“There is one day that is ours…
Thanksgiving Day is the one day
that is purely American.”  ~O.
Henry

“Thanksgiving, when the Indi-
ans said, “Well, this has been fun,

but we know you have a long voy-
age back to England”. –Jay Leno

Today, about 45 million turkeys
don’t look forward to the ap-
proach of  Thanksgiving at all.
That how many birds Americans
will be carving up for the annual
feast according to the US Depart-
ment of  Agriculture.  Other
Thanksgiving meal staples in-
clude sweet potatoes, cranberries,
and of  course, pumpkin pie with

Thanksgiving: America’s favorite holiday

See Thanksgiving–3A

Fundraising efforts for
the East Jordan Free-
dom Festival happen
year round and the
Christmas season is no
exception. The East Jor-
dan Freedom Festival
Committee is holding its
second annual Christ-
mas Raffle. Raffle prizes
include the first place
“Family Fun Gift Pack-
age” packed with toys
and games for the whole
family, second prize is
the “Family Fun Stock-
ing” including games,
coloring books and much
more for the entire fam-
ily to enjoy, third prize is
a “Family Pizza Party”
at BC Pizza. 

The drawing will be
held on December 3, 2015
at 7:30 PM at the Com-
munity Center during
the East Jordan Holiday
Community Night cele-
bration. Tickets are $3.00
each or 2 for $5.00 and
can be purchased from
any Freedom Festival
Board Member, The In-
surance Shop, Essence
Hair Salon, Charlevoix
State Bank East Jordan
and the East Jordan
Area Chamber of  Com-
merce Office. All pro-
ceeds from the
Christmas Raffle will
benefit the East Jordan
Freedom Festival Fire-
works Fund. 

A huge thank you to
the generous sponsors,
Korthase Flinn Insur-
ance & Financial Serv-
ices, Inc. and BC Pizza of
East Jordan.

East Jordan 
Freedom
Festival
Christmas
Raffle

BELOW: East Jordan Free-
dom Festival Christmas Raf-
fle First Prize: “Family Fun
Package.”  Courtesy photo
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Eldon J. Potter, 93

(June 7, 1922 - noV. 19, 2015)

Eldon J. Potter of  Charlevoix,
passed away Thursday, November
19, 2015, at Boulder Park Terrace in
Charlevoix. He was born June 7,
1922, in Charlevoix, to Richard and
Christine (Klooster) Potter. On
April 8, 1947, he married Anah M.
Harriman in Charlevoix. Eldie
owned Potters Appliance and
worked in home electronics repair
retiring in 1990. He drove school bus
for Charlevoix Public Schools for
many years. 

Eldon was a member of  the Com-
munity Reformed Church in
Charlevoix. He loved sports and
golfed every day that he could. His
family was most important to him.

He is survived by his wife, Anah;
daughter, Cheryl Potter (Ray)
Browe; sons, Larry R. (Peggy) Pot-
ter, and Jim (Judy) Potter all of
Charlevoix; grandchildren, Kristen
(Bill) Herriman, Elizabeth (Robert)
Ahern, Jonathan (Angela) Browe,
Michelle (Jason) Smith, Laura
(Eric) Migda, Angie (Adam) Niemer,
Ryan (Ashley) Potter, Ashley (Nick)
Foltz; brothers, Robert (Mazie) Pot-
ter of  Charlevoix, Ted (Doris) Potter
of  Houghton Lake. Eldie was pre-
ceded in death by his infant son,
Robert; sisters, Betty Bergmann,
Marion Heeres, Jean Cunningham,
and brother, Harry Potter.

The funeral will be at 2 pm, Tues-
day, November 24, at the Commu-
nity Reformed Church in
Charlevoix, Jan Boss officiating.
Burial will be at the Barnard Ceme-
tery.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Community Reformed
Church Choir, c/o Cindy Mansen,
100 Oak Street, Charlevoix, MI
49720.

Please share memories of  Eldie,
or condolences at www.winchester-
funeralhome.com

Robert J. Sterrett, 81

(April 25, 1934 - noV. 17, 2015)

Robert J. Sterrett of  Boyne City,
passed away Tuesday, November 17,
2015, at Georgia House in
Charlevoix. He was born April 25,
1934, in Detroit, to Clyde and Jo-
hanna (VanIntersum) Sterrett.
Robert graduated from Wilbur
Wright High School in Detroit, and
attended the Detroit College of  Ap-
plied Science. He was a pioneer in
automation engineering, and trav-
eled world to introduce automation
systems to several countries. He
was employed by Systemation, Inc.,
and Pico – both in the Detroit area.
Robert was Vice President and Gen-
eral Manager of  Wilson Automation
in Warren at the time of  his retire-
ment.

On October 3, 1958, he married
Donna Louise Goad in Detroit. They
moved to the Boyne area from Troy
in 1975. Robert loved to golf, ski,
play tennis, and boat. He played
minor league baseball for the St.
Louis Browns for five years. His fa-
vorite job was being a Ranger at
Boyne Mountain. He was a member
of  the Elks and Eagles Clubs, the
Detroit Athletic Club, the Clinton
River Ski Club, and a founding
member of  the Boyne City Yacht
Club.

He is survived by his wife, Donna
of  Boyne City; sons, Scott R. Ster-
rett of  Salt Lake City, UT, Todd M.
(Nicole) Sterrett of  Charlevoix;
grandchildren, Sage, Jessica, Libby,
Phillip, Patrick, Garrison; brothers,
Roger (Janet) Sterrett, Chuck
(Betty) Sterrett all of  Utica; sisters,
Doris Feldmann of  Mt. Clemens,

Joan Sterrett of  Battle Creek.
Robert was preceded in death by his
brother, Clyde.

A private service will take place.
Memorial contributions may be

made to the Charlevoix County Hu-
mane Society, 614 Beardsley, Boyne
City, MI 49712.

Arrangements are being handled
by the Winchester Funeral Home in
Charlevoix. www.winchesterfuner-
alhome.com

Marvin "Curly" W. McGinnis, 93

(April 14, 1922 - noV. 1, 2015)

A kind and gentle spirit, Marvin
Willis McGinnis “Curly”, of  Flint,
Michigan, age 93, passed away Sun-
day, November 1, 2015 with loving
family by his side. A Funeral Serv-
ice was held Friday, November 6,
2015 at Allen Funeral Home in Davi-
son, MI. Pastor Jason Kilcoyne and
Bishop Bruce Badder co-officiating.
Burial, with Military Honors, in
Tanner Cemetery.

Marvin was born in Smith Creek,
Kentucky, the oldest of  twelve chil-
dren, to Orval and Arthie (Smith)
McGinnis, on April 14, 1922. He relo-
cated to Charlevoix, Michigan, with
his family in 1937.

Marvin served his country in
World War II in combat in the Pa-
cific Theater of  Operations. Return-
ing home, he married Leola Pardee
of  Charlevoix, on October 28, 1947.
Marvin and Leola relocated to Flint,
Michigan, in 1952 and Marvin com-
menced employment with AC Spark
Plug where he worked for 30 years
before retiring in 1982. Leola passed
in 1989 and Marvin married Audrey
McGinnis on February 14, 2000.

Marvin was an extraordinarily
creative and talented craftsman. He
whittled flowers and fauna, animals
and birds, and built and painted
birdhouses and many other whimsi-
cal things that caught his fancy. All
of  his loved ones, both friends and
family, have cherished items he cre-
ated throughout the years. In addi-
tion to his creativity, he had a
lifelong love and extensive knowl-
edge of  the land, nature’s creatures,
of  the woods and the waters, and
planting and sowing of  crops. He
took great pleasure in watching the
wildlife and nature around his
home and great pride in bagging his
deer each year. He loved everything
country from his roots in rural Ken-
tucky, and he was a great story-
teller and sharer of  knowledge.

Left to mourn are his wife, Au-
drey McGinnis; children, Jean
(Dick) Mason of  Burton, Joyce (Al)
Roberts of  Davison, Mike (Margery)
McGinnis of  Flint, Bonnie (Kevin)
Snider of  Gladwin; daughter-in-law,
Jane McGinnis of  Flint. He will be
greatly missed by his remaining sib-
lings, Manford McGinnis of  Flint,
Velma (Joe) Powell of  Charlevoix,
Lois (Dick) Way of  Charlevoix, Zola
(Sam) Speakes of  Flint, Ted McGin-
nis of  Flint. He maintained a loving
relationship with his remaining in
laws, Bill (Marilyn) Pardee, Vivian
(Gerald) Bellford and Bud
Mousseau, all of  Charlevoix. Many
grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
and great grandchildren remain to
carry on his legacy. He was also
very special to all of  Audrey’s chil-
dren who knew his as “Uncle Dad”.
Marvin was preceded in death by
his parents; first wife and mother of
his children, Leola (Pardee) McGin-
nis; first born son, Jerry McGinnis;
sister, Leona Taylor; brothers,
Dewey, Vernon, Willard, Lovell and
Wayman.

Please share your thoughts with
the family at www.allenfuneral-
homeinc.com

John Randall Overton, 82
John Randall Overton died

Wednesday, Nov. 11, in Charlevoix.
Service at 11:30am on Tuesday, Dec.
1, Christian Science Society, 205
Clinton St., Charlevoix.

Please share your thoughts with
the family at www.winchesterfuner-
alhome.com.

Vale Maurice Gee, 93

(DeC. 21, 1921 - noV. 18, 2015)

Vale Maurice “Pee Wee” Gee, 93,
went to be with his Lord on Wednes-
day, November 18, 2015, at his home
in East Jordan.              

He was born on December 21,
1921, in East Jordan, the son of  Ray
and Nora (Hayes) Gee. He grew up
in East Jordan. Vale graduated
from East Jordan High School in
1941. On October 25, 1941, in East
Jordan, he married Vera Elizabeth
Staley.

Vale served in the United States
Navy during World War II.

Vale retired as a supervisor in
1984, after 43 years from the East
Jordan Iron Works, now known as
EJ Company.

He enjoyed people, woodworking,
working in his yard, gardening and
watching sports.

Vale is survived by his wife of
seventy-four years, Vera Elizabeth
Gee of  East Jordan; six children,
Bud (Joanne) Gee of  Gaylord, Bon-
nie (Robert) Eggle of  Cadillac, Don-
ald (Margaret) Gee of  East Jordan,
Evelyn (John) Thompson of  East
Jordan, Elaine (Thomas) Birgy of
East Jordan and Julie (James, Jr.)
Meredith of  East Jordan; one
daughter-in-law, Shari (Pete) Knud-
sen of  East Jordan and Arizona; fif-
teen grandchildren, Keith (Angela)
Gee, Brenda (Jim) Weller, Steve
(Theresa) Gee, Brian Gee, Christine
(Todd) Palmer, Jacqueline Gee
Swanson, Jennifer Eggle, Wendy
(John) Crusoe, Michael (Charity)
Gee, Anthony Kitchen, Rachael
(Malcolm) Coates, Matthew Birgy,
Krystal (Craig) Johnson, Amy (Ben)
Newington and Lucas (Jessica)
Meredith; nineteen great-grandchil-
dren, Marcus Gee, Chelsea Gee,
Kayla (Andrew) Brisson, Krista
Fryczynski, Jessica Gee, Nicole Gee,
Jordan Palmer, Zoe Palmer, Taylor
Swanson, Daniel Crusoe, Colin Cru-
soe, Noah Crusoe, Madyson Gee,
Dylan Gee, Declan Gee, Marek
Coates, Noah Newington, Grace
Newington and Sophia Meredith;
one great-great granddaughter,
Emma Brisson; and one brother,
Glen (Lillian) Gee of  East Jordan.
He was preceded in death by a son,
Larry Russell Gee in 1999, grand-
daughter Danielle Kitchen in 1973;
grandson, Kristopher Eggle in 2002;
great granddaughter, Selah Coates
in 2006; four sisters, Fern Bennett,
Ilean Gee, Beulah Gee and Evelyn
Neumann; and one brother, Earl
Gee.

Funeral service was Saturday,
November 21, 2015, at the Light-
house Missionary Church in East
Jordan. Rev. James L. Jordan and
Rev. Bart Adams officiated with in-
terment in Sunset Hill Cemetery in
East Jordan.

Memorial contribution may be di-
rected to Heartland Hospice, 4020
Copper View, #113, Traverse City,
MI 49684-7041 or the East Jordan
Ambulance Association, P.O. Box
223, East Jordan, Michigan. The
family was served by the Penzien
Funeral Homes, Inc. in East Jordan.
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It is with great honor that
we are pleased to announce
our transition from a We
Honor Veterans Partner
Level 2 to a Level 3.  It has
been a rewarding journey
meeting each new commit-
ment and completing the
specific activities that in-
crease our ability to serve
veterans.

Our first step back in 2011
was to complete the Recruit
Process of  getting oriented
to the program and commit-
ting time and staff to the We
Honor Veterans Program.
The second step that took us
to Level 1 partner allowing
us to provide Veteran-centric
education for staff and vol-
unteers, and identify pa-
tients with military
experience.  The third step
that took us to Level 2 was to
build organizational capac-
ity to provide quality care
for Veterans.  This most re-
cent step to Level 3 allowed
us to develop and strengthen
relationships with VA med-
ical centers and other Vet-
eran organizations.  We are
actively striving now for our
Level 4 partnership that will
increase access and improve
quality of  care for all Veter-
ans in our community.

As a We Honor Veterans
hospice provider, Hospice of
Northwest Michigan is pro-
viding specialized care to
Veterans who are facing a
life-limiting illness.   The Na-
tional Hospice and Palliative
Care Organization in collab-
oration with the Department
of  Veterans Affairs created
We Honor Veterans to em-
power hospice and other
healthcare providers across
America to meet the unique
needs of  seriously ill Veter-
ans and their families.

“By recognizing the
unique needs of  veterans
who are facing a life-limiting
illness, we are able to accom-
pany and guide these men
and women toward a more
peaceful ending.  For veter-
ans who experienced combat
service or other trauma, this
can be particularly impor-
tant as experiences from the
past may resurface at the
end of  life” said Amy
Wieland, Executive Director
of  Hospice of  Northwest
Michigan.  

“Hospice of  Northwest
Michigan is actively deliver-
ing local community based
Veteran-centric care to those
who served our country.”
said Wieland.

Hospice becomes We Honor 
Veterans Partner Level 3



lots of  whipped cream.
“An optimist is a person who starts

a new diet on Thanksgiving Day.” ~Irv
Kupcine

“Thanksgiving dinners take eight-
een hours to prepare. They are con-
sumed in twelve minutes. Half-times
take twelve minutes. This is not coinci-
dence.” ~Erma Bombeck

“What a marvelous resource soup is
for the thrifty cook - it solves the ham-
bone and lamb-bone problems, the
everlasting Thanksgiving turkey.” 

~Julia Child
Sharing a belt-loosening stuffing

with family and friends gathered
around the table is a wonderful Nor-
man Rockwell worthy image repre-
senting the warmth, reunion and
kindness embracing the Thanksgiving
holiday.  

“Forever on Thanksgiving Day the
heart will find the pathway home,”
~Wilbur D. Nesbit

“On Thanksgiving Day, all over
America, families sit down to dinner at
the same moment - halftime.” ~Author
Unknown

“Do not get tired of  doing what is
good. Don't get discouraged and give
up, for we will reap a harvest of  bless-
ing at the appropriate time.” - Gala-
tians 6:9

Yet, most of  all, Thanksgiving is a
time for sharing our blessings and…
giving thanks.  It is a special day set
aside for recognizing the good in our-

selves and in those around us, cele-
brated by the simple act of  sharing a
laugh, a remembrance, a kind word,
and a delicious, hearty meal.

“O Lord that lends me life, Lend me
a heart replete with thankfulness.”
~William Shakespeare

“As we express our gratitude, we
must never forget that the highest ap-
preciation is not to utter words, but to
live by them.”  ~John Fitzgerald
Kennedy

“If  the only prayer you said in your
whole life was, "thank you," that would
suffice.”  ~Meister Eckhart

“A thankful heart is not only the
greatest virtue, but the parent of  all
the other virtues.”  ~Cicero

Share your blessings and enjoy the
celebration of  Thanksgiving.
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THANKSGIVING
ContinueD FroM pG. 1A

Will You Help Make a Difference? 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Food, football, family and friends…enjoy the
celebration of Thanksgiving.  File iMAGe

Charlevoix Chamber Ambassador
Committee. Get them while they last!

At 5:30pm, the 5th Annual Holiday
Parade will make its way down
Bridge Street. The parade will take
place on US 31 between Hurlbut and
Clinton Street downtown. Enjoy
music, lighted floats and even a visit
from the Grinch. The final parade
entry will be Santa and his helpers

who will stop in East Park to brighten
the night by lighting the Community
Christmas Tree for the first time this
holiday season. The tree will be lit at
approximately 6:00pm accompanied
by holiday music provided by Dale
Boss and the KCB Petunia Truck.

Contact the Charlevoix Area Cham-
ber of  Commerce at 231-547-2101 or
info@charlevoix.org for additional in-
formation or to request a parade
entry form. Entry forms are also
available online at
www.charlevoix.org.

HOLIDAY PARADE
ContinueD FroM pG. 1A

The Board of  Trustees of  the
Charlevoix County Community Foun-
dation recently approved $155,619 in
grants during their fall 2015 grant
cycle, including 37 awards. “Highlights
include over $17,000 in timely assis-
tance for food pantries and emergency
fuel & utility payments to help our
neighbors keep warm and well-fed
through this winter season. Many
folks are employed, but may be having
a hard time making ends meet. Giving
through the community foundation is
an excellent way to help those help
themselves,” says Maureen Radke,
Program Officer with the foundation.

The grant awards included $28,000
in funding for projects that will impact
Charlevoix County youth in a positive
way.  The grants were recommended
by the foundation’s Youth Advisory
Committee (YAC).  

“The YAC members are continually
trying to find ways to address youth
needs in Charlevoix County, and they
accept proposals from organizations
that have a similar vision,” said
Mishelle Shooks, who coordinates the
Youth Advisory Committee on the
foundation’s behalf.  

“The YAC conducts a survey of  their
peers every three years to see what
they think are the biggest issues sur-
rounding them,” she said, adding, “the
results are considered when making
grant decisions, and they help the YAC
to determine the merit of  each pro-
posal and fund accordingly,” she con-
cluded.  The survey will be
administered again in early 2016.

In addition to grants to benefit
youth, the recent grants support pro-
grams in the arts; education; commu-
nity development; the environment;

human services; health and wellness;
recreation and more.   

“Area nonprofit agencies provide us
with information on local issues and
needs and we’re able to connect them
with donors that want to give back.
That’s the beauty of  the community
foundation grantmaking process at
work,” Radke added.

A charitable organization dedicated
to improving and enriching life in the
area, the Charlevoix County Commu-
nity Foundation accepts gifts from in-
dividuals, families, businesses and
civic groups and manages them as
permanent endowments.  While a por-
tion of  the funds are utilized to sup-
port grantmaking, the principal of  the
endowment continues to grow, provid-
ing perpetual charitable capital to
benefit Charlevoix County’s resi-
dents—now and in the future.

Since it was founded in 1992, the
community foundation’s net assets
have grown to $29.8 million. Grants
and scholarships totaling more than
$18 million have been distributed to
enhance and enrich the quality of  life
for all those who currently live in
Charlevoix County—and for genera-
tions to come.

The foundation welcomes inquiries
and grant requests.  The next deadline
for submitting a grant request is Tues-
day, March 1, 2016.  For a complete list
of  the recent grant awards, visit the
foundation’s website at www.c3f.org
and click on “What’s New,” then “Re-
cent Grants.”

Charlevoix County Community
Foundation grant awards 
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By Jim Akans

Many Northern Michigan
residents are familiar with
the outstanding opportuni-
ties provided by the ongoing
work of  the Bergmann Cen-
ter in Charlevoix. The staff
at the non-profit Center as-
sists in building life skills
for individuals with develop-
mental disabilities, with
programs that include on-
site job training and em-
ployment opportunities,
volunteer opportunities,
community awareness,
daily living skills and en-
richment classes.

In August of  2010 the
Bergmann Center opened a
fantastic Resale Shop lo-
cated right next to their

main facility on Ance Road,
offering terrific bargains on
resale goods ranging from
clothing, furniture and
other household items, to
one-of-a-kind new products
created by local individuals.

The shop has many excit-
ing products made by indi-
viduals at the Bergmann
Center; such as fire starters
from recycled material, fur-
niture painted by a local
woman artist, gazing balls
made from recycled bowing
balls adorned with donated
stained glass, items from
clay, handmade jewelry, love
lights made with clear
stained glass and candles,
and much more.  

In addition to a lot of
great merchandise, the
Bergmann Center Resale

Shop also offers a great
place for individuals in the
Center’s program to learn
skills on the job, such as
running a cash register and
processing inventory.  These
are valuable skills that will
continue to provide rewards
for these individuals for
years to come.

The Bergmann Center Re-
sale Shop is located at 8888
Ance Road in Charlevoix,
and is open Tuesday
through Saturday from 9 am
to 4 pm, and the staff ac-
cepts item donations during
those hours as well. 

For additional informa-
tion call (231) 547- 9624 or
visit www.bergmanncen-
ter.org and follow the Resale
Shop link. 

The Bergmann Center Resale Shop offers terrific bargains on resale goods ranging from clothing, fur-
niture and other household items, to one-of-a-kind new products created by local individuals. Cour-
tesy photo 

Resale bargains and one-of-kind items at the Bergmann Center Resale Shop
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In the Rough, Professionally Painted 
or Completely Restored

Over 7,000 sq. ft. of Furniture, Antiques & Goodies

06176 Old U.S. 31 South, Charlevoix, MI 49720

E-Mail: donkellyantiques@yahoo.com

FURNITURE BARN
(231) 547-0133 • Cell (231) 881-0353
Web: dkellyantiques.com

CUSTOM & ANTIQUE
FURNITURE

ERGMANN

ENTER
NC.
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Tim Gasco
Grade:11

Parent’s Name(s):

Shawna Herrick

Future Plans:

Engineering 

Favorite Book:

“All The Light We Can Not See” by

Anthony Doerr

Hobbies and Interests: 

Hunting and Snowboarding

School Activities: 

Varsity Basketball and Baseball

Staff Comments

“Tim is doing a great job in the

classroom this year.  He is putting in

the effort it takes to be successful.

Tim is polite, respectful, and a

pleasure to have in class.  He is a

student/athlete who represents

Boyne Falls Public School in a posi-

tive way.  Keep up the good work

Tim.”

– Jason Stolarski

Boyne Falls 

Student 
of the 

Week

To the Editor, 
“WAIT, MUGSY, WE CAN’T

GO IN DEAH; dat’s a gun-free
zone.” “Oh, Jeez, probly no tres-
passin’ and no smokin’ eidah.
Bummah.” (Scenes we’d like to
see).

Guaranteed, unequivocally,
gun-free zones invite violence.
Moreover, if  an honest man
shoots a bad guy in a gun-free
zone it’s he who is arrested. If
there seems no sense to this it’s
because there is none. This is
what law has come to, the precise
inversion of  justice.  

There is no definitive verifica-
tion that Hitler ever disarmed a
populace for sake of  genocide but
there are unfounded insinua-
tions to that effect, as there are
elsewhere in this war-torn world.
Simply put, if  you want to ravage
a people, take their guns away
first, that’s the inference. That’s
why, ostensibly, Switzerland was
immune from WWII, something
about those Alps and a highly
trained militia composed of  all
Swiss citizens throughout their
lives, mandatory military service
when young, periodic reinstating
thereafter. The Swiss rank
among the lowest crime rate sta-
tistics in the World. 

Statistics are misleading, how-
ever, because many factors enter
the calculations. Iceland and
Hong Kong, for instance rank
better than Switzerland, Nordic

countries are at the top per-
centile of  safety ratings. The isle
of  Cypress comes in number one
in overall safety. The world since
becoming aware of  terrorism has
had to make some revolutionary
adjustments in crime-stopping
since terrorists target the inno-
cent and unarmed because that’s
the quickest way to arouse the
feeling of  helplessness and futil-
ity albeit short-to-long term ani-
mosity. France finally got a bit
peeved and we’ll see where that
goes.  

Ironically the United States
which proclaims freedom as
shibboleth has the highest incar-
ceration ratio in the world both
per capita and percentage al-
though Venezuela achieves the
top ranking of  dangerous places.
Of  course it depends on which
areas one goes to within any city
or country that determines the
threat factor. Irony is extended to
gun free zones that naturally at-
tract persons with guns that
have no interest in legal procla-
mations, plus the insult and in-
jury directed toward those who
retaliate with guns, stopping the
bad guys, yes, perhaps, but in-
curring bureaucratic legal action
for their heroism. It does no good
to editorialize about this out-
come because the futility and
blowback from such zoning laws
finds legislated redoubt, whether
locally or federally, which means

that public opinion and common
sense have no bearing upon the
law, and illogically never will
since law is drafted by bureau-
crats and signed thereunto by
persons elected by a plurality of
public votes, seemingly the will
of  the people.  

Legal writ thereby becomes
abstracted from what makes
sense to what sounds logical but
is often unworkable due to unin-
tended consequences. The public
is often fooled by rhetoric that on
the surface sounds reasonable
but is unenforceable in rational
terms, therefore irrational law
pervades and indeed prevails.
The obvious conundrum is the
winner, the untenable law of  the
land. Nothing can get better be-
cause the law won’t allow it.
Stare Decisis, the tendency of  the
courts to adhere to former deci-
sions, insures this imbroglio’s
continuum. Latin, old English
and other linguistic ploys round
out the illusion of  official docu-
mentation that is destined to in-
timidate and threaten the public.    

In this modern world – proba-
bly a lot like the ancient world
with iPhones – we’re often be-
sieged with irrationality under
guise of  legal writ. Catch-22 has
become the status quo. Only by
having lots of  money can we
avoid most of  the doggerel inher-
ent to social order. And it still
helps to stay away from gun-free

zones. Sandy Hook elementary
School is a gun-free zone.  Go fig-
ure. It can’t be said plainer than
this: crooks are cowards; they
don’t want a fair fight, no more
than cops do. If  they’re crooks
they get out quick; if  they’re cops
they call for reinforcements. 

This sort of  oxymoronic play is
irrational in a weights and meas-
ures action reaction world and
certainly approaches the psycho-
logical aberrance threshold. In
fact the US system of  law, as
plausibly many other countries,
is prone to mental disorder as
policy. Conflicting laws abound
from these centuries of  social de-
volution, thus schizophrenia is
naturally inherent to legal docu-
ments and the interpretations
thereof. 

“Criminals Beware. This is a
Neighborhood Watch Area.”
There, that sign should do it.
Now, if  cops were smart, they’d
use bogus gun-free zone signs to
attract would-be thugs, lie in
wait, let the public carry guns
anyway in a quid pro quo
arrangement, use these faux
zones as flypaper. “Hey, Mugsy,
deah’s one a dem no firecrackah
zones deah. C’mon let’s go get
‘em.”

Mitchell Jon MacKay, East Jor-
dan

LETTERS TO ThE EdITOR
Letters may be submitted by e-mail to  office@CharlevoixCountyNews.com.

Gun Free Zone MAssACre
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ADDICTED?
Drugs  Alcohol

Heroin  Painkillers
Michigan Therapeutic Consultants

www.MTChelp.com
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A community health assessment
is underway in Northern Michi-
gan, and your input is needed. By
completing the “What Matters to
You?” online survey online, you
will help determine health-related
priorities and goals in your area.
This survey is a simple way to
voice your thoughts, and can be ac-
cessed directly at www.survey-
monkey.com/r/WhatMattersToYo
uCommunitySurvey or through
www.nwhealth.org.

The “What Matters to You?” sur-
vey is a part of  the Northern
Michigan Community Health As-
sessment and Improvement Initia-

tive. The project is being led by
Jane Sundmacher, Community
Health Planner at the Health De-
partment of  Northwest Michigan.
Members of  the public can easily
express their opinions by taking
the survey, she said.

“Community participation in the
survey is very important,” said
Sundmacher. “Survey results will
be one factor in determining com-
munity health priorities for the re-
gion for the next three years.”

The last community health as-
sessment took place in 2012, and
top-ranked priorities included obe-
sity/chronic disease prevention,

access to care, and substance use.
Since then, health departments
and hospitals across the region
have secured millions of  dollars in
grants to address these issues.

The “What Matters to You?” sur-
vey is funded with a grant from the
Northern Health Plan. Partners in
this project are Health Department
of  Northwest Michigan, District
Health Department #4, Charlevoix
Area Hospital, McLaren Northern
Michigan, and Otsego Memorial
Hospital. It was developed with the
Northern Michigan Health Net-
work.

For more information about the

“What Matters to You?” survey or
the Northern Michigan Commu-
nity Health Assessment and Im-
provement Initiative, contact Jane
Sundmacher at (231) 347-5041. The
Health Department of  Northwest
Michigan is mandated by the
Michigan Public Health Code to
promote wellness, prevent disease,
provide quality healthcare, address
health problems of  vulnerable pop-
ulations, and protect the environ-
ment for the residents and visitors
of  Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet,
and Otsego Counties.

“What Matters To You?” health survey

Consumers Energy is pleased to
offer lower energy costs this year to
cook a traditional Thanksgiving
dinner.      

"Consumers Energy is thankful
to be a part of  holiday celebrations
across the state as warm Thanks-
giving memories are being made,
and we are committed to providing
many more generations of  Michi-
gan families with reliable, afford-
able energy in all seasons," said
Garrick Rochow, Consumers En-
ergy's vice president and chief  cus-
tomer officer.

It costs 43 cents to cook an entire
Thanksgiving meal for 12 guests
using a natural gas oven and stove,
or $1.70 using an electric oven and
stove. That's 4 percent less to cook
with electricity than last year, and a
savings of  25 percent to cook with
natural gas.

Here is the breakdown of  energy
costs for helping to create priceless
memories around the Thanksgiving
table with family and friends:

- Roast stuffed turkey: 28 cents in
a natural gas oven; $1.05 in an elec-
tric oven.

- Large pan of  mashed potatoes: 2
cents on a natural gas stove; 9 cents
on an electric stove.

- Giblet gravy cooked on the
stove: Less than 1 cent using natu-
ral gas; 4 cents using electricity.

- Homemade baked dinner rolls: 3
cents in a natural gas oven; 13 cents
in an electric oven.

- Vegetable casserole: 3 cents in a
natural gas oven; 13 cents in an
electric oven.

- Two baked pumpkin pies: 7
cents in a natural gas oven; 26 cents
in an electric oven. 

Consumers Energy offers these
tips to get even more energy value
while cooking:

- Use glass and ceramic dishes.
They hold heat well and allow you
to lower the oven temperature by 25
degrees.

- Keep the oven door closed. The
temperature drops 25 to 75 degrees
each time the oven door is opened,
so monitor cooking time and peek
through the oven window, if  possi-
ble, to check on your food.

- Use your microwave for defrost-
ing and cooking small portions.

- Plan to bake more than one dish
or cook an entire meal in the oven
to save energy.

- Using roasting bags reduces
cooking time in the oven by nearly
half. 

Helping Michigan save energy is
a Promise from Consumers Energy.
For more ways to save on energy, go
to www.ConsumersEnergy.com/en-
ergyanswers.

Energy costs to cook Thanksgiving
meal are lower this year

The Great Lakes Energy Peo-
ple Fund awarded $81,290 in
grants in October to 26 non-
profit organizations through-
out the electric cooperative’s
service area.  The grant awards
were made possible through
the support of  Great Lakes En-
ergy members who voluntarily
round-up their bill each
month. 

Among the organizations re-
ceiving grants in the northern
Michigan area are:

- Boyne Area Free Clinic,
Boyne City:  $5,000 for labora-
tory testing.

- Kalkaska County Library:
$5,800 for two children’s com-
puter learning stations.

- East Jordan Community
Pool:  $2,500 for a record board.

- Good Neighbors Food
Pantry, Boyne City:  $1,800 for
improvements to the entryway.

- Crossroads Ministries/New
Life Pregnancy Resource Cen-
ter, Gaylord:  $7,000 for a heat-
ing and cooling system.

- Crooked Tree Arts Center,
Petoskey:  $3,000 for a pugmill
for the pottery studio.

- Friendship Centers of
Emmet County, Petoskey:
$1,100 toward a vehicle for the

Meals on Wheels program.
- Lighthouse Community

Lunch Program, Charlevoix:
$1,000 for supplies and food.

- Challenge Mountain, Boyne
City:  $7,500 for renovations to
the resale store.

- Crawford County Commu-
nity Help Center, Grayling:
$2,500 for a commercial freezer
for the food pantry.

Since 1999, the People Fund
has awarded more than $2.8
million in grants to local non-
profit organizations that work
to enhance local communities
in Great Lakes Energy’s 26-
county service area.

“For less than 50 cents per
month, our members’ small
contributions make a large im-
pact on the lives of  others”
says President/CEO Steve
Boeckman. “By joining to-
gether to round-up their bills
to the nearest dollar our mem-
bers show their true commit-
ment to their local
communities.”

Great Lakes Energy mem-
bers can enroll in the People
Fund by calling 888-485-2537 or
visiting gtlakes.com. One hun-
dred percent of  the funds col-
lected are used for grants.

Local organizations receive
$81,290 in People Fund grants

NCMC receives
funds for
healthcare
worker safety
training

For the fifth consecu-
tive year, North Cen-
tral’s Corporate and
Community Education
(CCE) has been
awarded MIOSHA
funds to provide er-
gonomic safety training
to workers in Northern
Michigan long-term
health care facilities.

CCE’s Ergonomics
Safety Training was de-
signed to reduce in-
juries and illnesses
among employees at
nursing and residential
care facilities.  Thanks
to the MIOSHA funds,
safety training has been
offered free to health-
care workers in Antrim,
Emmet, Charlevoix,
Cheboygan, Presque
Isle and Crawford coun-
ties in the Lower Penin-
sula, as well as
Mackinac County in the
Upper Peninsula for the
last four years. 

In 2014, more than 560
workers received in-
struction and practice
in safe patient lifting,
carrying and transport-
ing techniques.  Each
worker also received a
manual use during
training and as a quick
reference guide follow-
ing training.  The man-
ual provided an
explanation of  er-
gonomics, MIOSHA
programs, specific er-
gonomic actions and ex-
ercises to prevent
injuries on the job.

“The long-term care
business is growing
rapidly as our popula-
tion ages and many peo-
ple retire to Northern
Michigan.  These busi-
nesses have an increas-
ing need to educate new
employees to safely
care for patients,” said
CCE Director Jim Tis-
del.  “CCE tailors its
safety programs to
meet the demand of
this important indus-
try.”

This year, CCE will
again be offering free
ergonomic safety train-
ing for employers and
employees at long-term
health care facilities.
The classes are short
and usually scheduled
at the worksite, during
times that best fit the
work schedule.  To
learn more about the
program or schedule a
safety class at your
business, please call
(231) 348-6613.

By Deb hagen-Foley

This week, we celebrate Thanks-
giving.   The first Thanksgiving is
said to have taking place when the
Pilgrims celebrated the fall har-
vest in 1621.  The first national
Thanksgiving was proclaimed by
the Continental Congress in 1777.
The proclamation was continued
by Presidents Washington, Adams
and Monroe, but the national ob-
servance was replaced by state ob-
servances in 1815.  

The national observance was
reestablished by President Lincoln
in 1863, after a campaign by Sarah
J. Hale, lasting more than 30 years.
Sarah J. Hale, the editor of  a

women's magazine, Godey's Ladies
Journal petitioned several presi-
dents to recognize the national
event before succeeding.   Consid-
ered the "Godmother of  Thanks-
giving," Sarah Hale also authored
several poems, including Mary
Had a Little Lamb. 

Your Thanksgiving might in-
clude a Turkey Trot and football.
For many Americans, Thanksgiv-
ing is an opportunity to overeat
and signals the start of  the holiday
season.  As you gather with family,
you might also take an opportu-
nity to reflect on the things for
which you are thankful.  The act
of  expressing gratitude, apprecia-
tion for what we have, runs
counter to the consumerism

prevalent in Black Friday and
Cyber-Monday. 

The expression of  gratitude has
been found, through positive psy-
chology, to increase optimism, em-
pathy and energy.  This need not
be an annual event.  If  you are not
regularly expressing gratitude,
this may take practice.  

To get started, record five things
you are grateful for every day.
Yes, write them down.  If  you are
having a difficult day in the future,
rereading your gratitude’s will re-
mind you to be grateful.  

Compose five sentences starting
with, "Today I am grateful for . .  . "
You will quickly find there is much
to be grateful for - the sunshine,
springtime, having people who

love and care about you, being
alive. . . for just a few examples!  I
am sure you can think of  others.
Five a day, every day.  Write them
down.  Review them regularly.  

Through practice this will be-
come easier.  Over time, you will
find that your focus changes to a
more positive and appreciative ap-
proach.  Every day can become a
day of  thanksgiving, less the foot-
ball and overeating.

“We tend to forget that happi-
ness doesn’t come as a result of
getting something we don’t have,
but rather of  recognizing and ap-
preciating what we do have.”
Frederick Keonig

The�power�of�Thanksgiving
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2003 GMC 
SONOMA

2000 BUICK 
LESABRE

2004 GMC ENVOY XUV.
VERY UNIQUE VEHICLE.

2000 DODGE 
DAKOTA SPORT

2009 CHEVY 
MALIBU

2000 FORD 
EXPLORER XLS

2003 CHRYSLER 
CONCORDE

2000 FORD 
WINDSTAR

2006 FORD 
ESCAPE. 4X4

2007 DODGE 
NITRO SLT. 4X4

2005 FORD 
EXPLORER XLT

2005 CHEVY 
TRAILBLAZER. 4X4

2000 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 LS.
FIBERGLASS TOPPER, 4X4. ONLY 118 K.

2008 FORD 
ESCAPE
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Friday, December 11th is just
around the corner and seats are fill-
ing up for Holly Daze, Charlevoix
Area Hospital’s annual holiday
fundraiser, held at Castle Farms in
Charlevoix. Proceeds from this
year’s event will benefit the Hospi-
tal’s upcoming Surgical Suite and
Laboratory Renovation. 

The project will be adding a third
operating room, seven new patient
rooms for pre-operative and post-
operative needs, and an overhaul of
the entire surgery and laboratory
units to better accommodate the
rapid growth in outpatient proce-
dures. This important project will
meet the growing needs of  our com-
munities, and is part of  our contin-
ual effort to provide high-quality,
compassionate care close to home. 

This year’s auction will boast a

number of  fantastic items gener-
ously donated by local businesses
and community members.  Sports
fans will have their pick of  college
and professional game tickets, and
limited edition memorabilia, in-
cluding a faceoff between MSU and
U of  M football helmets signed by
Mark Dantonio and Desmond
Howard - sports fans know which is
which! 

Guests will be able to stock up on
gift certificates or win a private
party from your favorite restau-
rants. New this year will be a “Love
Local” section filled with original
pieces from local artists and crafts-
men.

Want to get out of  town? There
will be accommodations and pack-
ages galore – including exotic trips
to Mexico and South Africa. There

will be a chance to win a set of  Dis-
ney Hopper tickets, a personal fire-
works display, a one-of-a-kind tour
to the top of  the Mackinaw Bridge…
and that’s just a preview.

Kick off the holiday season and
get in the spirit of  giving! Space is
limited; please contact Faye Parrish
at 231-547-8501 or go to
www.cah.org/hollydaze to pur-
chase your tickets. Tickets are $100
per person, a portion of  which is
tax deductible. 

Charlevoix Area Hospital Foun-
dation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit or-
ganization working to raise and
manage funds to benefit Charlevoix
Area Hospital. For more informa-
tion about the Charlevoix Area Hos-
pital and Foundation please visit
www.cah.org.

Charlevoix Area Hospital’s annual  Holly Daze is back and bigger than ever

Friday, December 11th is just around the corner and seats are filling up for
Holly Daze, Charlevoix Area Hospital’s annual holiday fundraiser, held at
Castle Farms in Charlevoix.  Courtesy photo

The Charlevoix Circle of  Arts
has announced that Gail De-
Meyere is to become its first full-
time Executive Director.  Since
2004 Ms DeMeyere has been the
Visual Arts Director/Curator at
the Crooked Tree Arts Center in
Petoskey, Michigan.

Bob Klein, President of  the Cir-
cle, said: “We are extremely
pleased that Gail has agreed to
come to the Circle as our profes-
sional Executive Director.  She
brings to us a wide knowledge of
the arts community in Michigan
and has broad experience with
our local artists’ community.” 

When asked about her being
the first full time professional to
be employed by the Circle, Klein
continued: “The Circle was
founded in 200[7] and has relied
almost exclusively upon unpaid
volunteers. We are very proud of
the service to the Charlevoix
community that the Circle has
provided to date, however, we feel
we can do much more. As part of
our strategic planning the Board
of  Directors determined that the
Circle should now move from an
all-volunteer operation by adding
a paid staff to support the Circle’s
activities including a full time ex-
ecutive director. We are confident
that Gail is the right person to

lead this transition.”
While at Crooked Tree Arts

Center Ms DeMeyere had the
overall responsibility for innova-
tive exhibits such as the well
loved, “Stopping by Woods on a
Snowy Evening” a fine art tribute
to the poem by Robert Frost, the
“Detroit @ CTAC” exhibition that
brought the current art scene
from the motor city north and “as
small as a world and as large as
alone” an intimate view of  the ex-
quisite natural beauty of  north-
ern Michigan, among many other
experiences in her twelve years
on staff. 

Responding to the question why
she would move from a larger
and well established art center to
the smaller and younger
Charlevoix Circle of  Arts, Gail
said: “While it has been my privi-
lege to work at Crooked Tree Arts
Center for over a decade, I feel
that the time has come for me to
move forward with new chal-
lenges, and work within a smaller
organization that has the desire
and spirit needed to become all
that it envisions itself  to be.”  

DeMeyere continues, “Moving
to the Circle will involve personal
risks as well as opportunities, but
I feel strongly that it is a time for
me to use my knowledge, my ex-

perience and my commitment to
the arts in a more comprehensive
leadership role. I respect the dedi-
cation of  all involved with the
Charlevoix Circle of  Arts to build
the organization to this point and
they have developed many suc-
cessful shows and programs. Now
I want to work as a team-player
with all of  the hard working Cir-

cle volunteers in serving the
Charlevoix community.”

Gail DeMeyere is no stranger to
the work required in assuming
the professional role needed to el-
evate an arts organization to the
next level. She holds a BA degree
from the University of  Michigan
in the History of  Arts with con-
centrations in ceramics and pho-
tography and a MS degree from
North Carolina State University
in Textile Technology, Marketing
and Management. She has
worked in numerous galleries,
mostly in Salt Lake City as well
as in conjunction with the Uni-
versity of  Utah Museum of  Fine
Arts. In the mid-80s, Gail worked
as the art preparator for the Kala-
mazoo Institute of  Arts and was
in charge of  maintaining their
permanent collection.

Gail developed her own textile
design business, and for the past
twelve years has served as the Vi-
sual Arts Director as well as
School of  the Arts Director at
CTAC. During that period she has
worked on several collaborations
with North Central Michigan Col-
lege, the Downtown Management
Board in Petoskey as well as part-
nering with artists and arts or-
ganizations across the state of
Michigan. She currently assists

on the grant review panel for the
Michigan Council for Arts and
Cultural Affairs and is under con-
tract for a book on the history of
sweater design.

“The position presented to me
by the Charlevoix Circle of  Arts
provides the opportunity to bring
to the Charlevoix community the
breadth of  knowledge I have ob-
tained from across the United
States. Over the course of  my ca-
reer, I have been exposed to a vast
number of  culturally-related ex-
periences and I hope to use these
insights to develop and support
artists and patrons of  the arts in
Charlevoix.” stated DeMeyere.

“The mission of  the Charlevoix
Circle of  Arts has been to enrich
and inspire the Charlevoix com-
munity in the visual and per-
forming arts,” explained Cindy
Boss, Vice President and Board
Member of  the Circle.  “We have a
commitment to education of
youth and adults; and a commit-
ment to support the rich commu-
nity of  artists.  We are proud or
our progress and I am confident
that Gail will help us to be even
more effective in accomplishing
our mission.”

Charlevoix Circle of Arts appoints Executive Director

The Charlevoix Circle of Arts has an-
nounced that Gail DeMeyere is to be-
come its first full-time Executive
Director.  Courtesy photo



BOYNE CITY
KiWAnis Boyne City
turKey trot

November 26, 9am, Start
and Finish in Veterans Park.
Individual Entry - $20 pre-reg-
istration (1- t-shirt), $25 day
of event. Family Entry - $40
pre-registration(2-t-shirts),
$50 day of event. T-shirt guar-
anteed if entry form received
by November 20, 2015. Extra
t-shirts will be available for
purchase @ $10 each.
Packet pick-up day before
event from 2-6pm @ Edward
Jones in BC. Forms can be
picked up at: Boyne City
Chamber, Edward Jones, Kil-
wins of Boyne City, Inspired
Living & North Country Cycle
Sport. Printable forms:
www.boynechamber.com.
Online registration: www.su-
periortiming.com

Information at: www.run-
michigan.com.  All proceeds
from the event will go to Ki-
wanis Club of Boyne City. Ki-
wanis Clubs focus on chang-
ing the world by serving
children, one child, and one
community at a time. 100%
of the money raised from this
event will stay in the Boyne
City Area! We would also ask
everyone to bring a canned
good or non-perishable item
to the event. We will then de-
liver it to our local food pantry,
which is always in need.

BOYNE CITY
CoMMunity
thAnKsGiVinG Dinner

November 26, Noon-2pm,
Eagles Hall, 106 N. Lake
Street. The dinner is open to
the public, and there is no
charge. Dinner includes
turkey, stuffing, potatoes and
gravy, vegetables and
desserts. Anyone who needs
a ride or would like to volun-
teer or donate food is asked
to call the Eagles (in ad-
vance) at 231-582-6904.
Please consider bringing a
monetary donation or a non-
perishable food item; pro-
ceeds will be divided among
local food pantries.

ChARLEVOIX
turKey trot

November 26, 7:30am reg-
istration and 8:30 start at
Charlevoix Hospital main en-
trance.  5th Annual
Charlevoix Area Hospital
Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving
morning, November 26th.
The annual 5K run/walk starts
and ends at the hospital park-
ing lot (at 14700 Lake Shore
Drive in Charlevoix). A route
map is posted on their web-
site at cah.org, where con-
venient online pre-registration
is available.

ChARLEVOIX
CoMMunity
thAnKsGiVinG Dinner

November 26, noon to
3pm, St. Mary of the Assump-
tion Catholic Church, 1003
Bridge Street St.  The meal
is provided at no charge.  All
are welcome!

EAST JORdAN
CoMMunity
thAnKsGiVinG Dinner

November 26, St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church Social Hall,
205 Nicholls Street. Social
Hours begins at 1:00 PM and
Dinner will be served at 2:00
PM. Don't be alone on
Thanksgiving. Join us for din-
ner, fun and fellowship.
Games will be available for
children and adults.

BOYNE CITY
holiDAy open house &
sAntA pArADe

November 27, 5-9pm. To
make it a true community cel-
ebration of the season, every-
one is invited to participate -
from businesses and organi-
zations with floats, to children
dressed in their holiday finest,
to businesses offering great
shopping, refreshments and
hospitality. The open houses
begin at 5 p.m. and the pa-

rade starts at 6 p.m. Boyne
Area Girl Scouts will light the
Community Christmas Tree at
the west end of One Water
Street, near Sunset Park, at
5 p.m. Following the tree
lighting the Girl Scouts will
lead holiday revelers in car-
oling. The evening's special
guest is the Jolly Old Man
from the North. Santa will ar-
rive on his sleigh, joined by
some of his elves, and some
reindeer from the North Pole.
The parade starts at 6 p.m.
and lineup is at 5:30 on East
Main Street between East
and Lake Streets. The parade
route will follow Lake Street
to Water Street through the
heart of downtown Boyne
City. After the parade, there
will be hay rides sponsored
by Re/Max Resort Properties,
and Santa will meet with chil-
dren. For additional informa-
tion call Karen Guzniczak at
Country Now & Then/Up The
Lazy River, 582-2355.

ChARLEVOIX
tree liGhtinG
CeleBrAtion – holiDAy
pArADe

November 27, 3-6pm
downtown Charlevoix.  Black
Friday sales all day, Circle of
Arts Cookie Decorating and
Craft Activities from 3-5pm,
Free Photos with Santa at
Charlevoix State Bank from
3-5pm, Cookies and Cocoa
in East Park from 4-6pm, Hol-
iday Parade on Bridge Street
at 5:30pm, Tree Lighting in
East Park at 6pm.

EAST JORdAN
holiDAy Business
AFter hours

November 30, 5-7pm, Jor-
dan River Arts Council.
Sponsored by EJ.  Food,
Drinks, Live Music.  Cash do-
nations to Care & Share
Good Samaritan Food Pantry.

EAST JORdAN
BlooD DriVe

December 1, Noon-
5:45pm, East Jordan Civic
Center, 101 Civic Center
Lane.  Simply call 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
visit redcrossblood.org to
make an appointment or for
more information.

BOYNE CITY
tree liGhtinG AnD
reMeMBrAnCe
CereMony

December 2, 6:30pm,
Country Now & Then alcove.
The Boyne Eta Nu Charities
annual "Lights of Love" proj-
ect provides an opportunity to

remember loved ones while
contributing to Hospice of
Northwest Michigan. Dona-
tions can be made by pur-
chasing a colored light or a
personalized heart that will be
displayed on the "Lights of
Love" tree in downtown
Boyne City.  After the cere-
mony, those attending are in-
vited to enjoy a buffet dinner
of soups, wraps and salad at
the Boyne River Inn. Dinner
reservations are required by
Nov. 23 and dinner is $14.50.
For more information, contact
Pati Scott at 231-758-2496 or
patiski13@gmail.com.

ChARLEVOIX
Wellness WeDnesDAy

December 2, 8-11am,
Charlevoix Area Hospital
Classroom B. The Wellness
Wednesday Health Screen
includes: Total Cholesterol,
HDL, ratio, and Glucose lev-
els, Body Mass Index (BMI)
score, Muscle and Fat Per-
centages, and a Blood Pres-
sure reading. No fasting is re-
quired. However, if individuals
are fasting, LDL and triglyc-
eride levels can also be ob-
tained. Cost for the service is
$15. Hemoglobin A1C Levels
are offered for known or bor-
derline diabetics for an addi-
tional $5. All participants will
receive a blood pressure log,
pedometer and all test results
at the time of the screening.
Health consultation and edu-
cational materials will be
adapted to individual results.
No appointment is required.
For more information, email
communityhealth@cah.org or
call (231) 547-8906.

EAST JORdAN
holiDAy CoMMunity
niGht

December 3, 5:30-8pm.
Downtown businesses open
house, Soup Cook-off, Bake
Sale, “Make and Take” crafts
for kids, Lighted Parade, Tree
Lighting and Caroling, Face
Painting, Raffle and Gift Bas-
ket Drawings, Visits with
Santa. Lighting of the Christ-
mas Village.

ChARLEVOIX
First FriDAy Business
BreAKFAst

December 4, 7:30-8:30am,
FirstMerit Bank. Make sure to
join us for this great network-
ing opportunity.  Enjoy a hot,
tasty breakfast, catered by
Scovies Gourmet.

Catch up with other Cham-
ber Members and find out
what's going on with their
business, organization, or
club.

CHARLEVOIX
Santa Train Wonderland at

Castle Farms
December 5 & 6, 10am-

3pm. Unlimited access to
model and interactive train
displays, including the Polar
Express and riding trains for
toddlers under 40 lbs. Photo
booth, face painting, snacks,
special Santa appearances.
$5 per person (ages 2 & up).
V.I.P. Santa Pass: spend time
with Santa in an exclusive
visit, plus story time, cookie
craft, and gift. $20 per child
(ages 2 & up) includes Train
Wonderland admission.

ChARLEVOIX
All you CAn eAst soup
& ChristMAs sAle

December 5, 9am-2pm,
The Charlevoix United
Methodist Church is hosting
an “All You Can Eat Soup”
and Christmas Sale. Come in
and warm up with many tasty
soups and then shop for
“gently used” Christmas dé-
cor at bargain prices, crafts
and yummy baked goodies.
Soup is $6.50 for “all you can
eat”.  Proceeds go to local
outreach projects and mis-
sions.   Church is located at
104 State St., Charlevoix.

ATWOOd
ChristMAs FestiVities

December 5. 10am-2pm
Work n’Play Shop Visit with
Santa, enjoy Hot Cocoa &
Cookies

11am-3pm Friske’s Farm
Market Wagon or Sleigh rides
to Tree Plantation,

Hot Cider and Donuts.

BOYNE CITY
CertiFiCAtion eVent

December 7, 1pm, Boyne
City Hall auditorium. Join
Michigan Economic Develop-
ment

Corporation (MEDC) in ac-
knowledging Boyne City’s ac-
complishment as the fifth
community to be certified un-
der the statewide Redevelop-
ment Ready Communities®
(RRC) program. After a year
and a half of working toward
RRC certification, Boyne

City has succeeded in ac-
complishing the requirements
as laid out in the RRC Best
Practices. Join us to recog-
nize the hard work of a city
dedicated to having a vision
for the future and the funda-
mental practices in place to
get there.

ELLSWORTh
10th AnnuAl WooDen
shoe FestiVAl

December 9. Banks Town-

ship Hall. Under Construc-
tion, but still open. Banks
Township Citizen of the Year,
Shirley Tornga, lights our
Community Tree following
caroling accompanied by
Pine Lake Winds. Visit with
friends and neighbors over a
free dinner then treat yourself
to Christmas cookies and a
trip to the Hot Chocolate Bar.
Kids decorate a free picture
frame or mug, and Twister
Joe makes unique holiday
themed balloon creations for
everyone.

ChARLEVOIX
Dinner With sAntA

December 10, 5-8pm, The
Bistro at Charlevoix Country
Club, 9600 Clubhouse Drive.
Join Santa for a Dinner Buffet
and Cookie decorating.  $15
adults, kids 12 and under
free. Reservations 231-547-
9796. 

ChARLEVOIX
holly DAZe

December 11, Castle
Farms. Charlevoix Area Hos-
pital’s annual holiday
fundraiser.  Proceeds from
this year’s event will benefit
the Hospital’s upcoming Sur-
gical Suite and Laboratory
Renovation. Kick off the holi-
day season and get in the
spirit of giving. Space is lim-
ited; please contact Faye Par-
rish at 231-547-8501 or go to
www.cah.org/hollydaze to
purchase your tickets. Tickets
are $100 per person, a por-
tion of which is tax deductible.

ELLSWORTh
BreAKFAst With sAntA

December 12, 9-11:30am.
Banks Township Hall. Under
construction but still open.

Indulge in breakfast featur-
ing pancakes, eggs donated
by Eastport Market,

Sausage, Juice, Milk and
Coffee. Choose a stuffed toy
and take a photo with

Santa and Mrs. Claus com-
pliments of Charlevoix State
Bank.

EAST JORdAN
BlooD DriVe

December 15, 8:30am-
1:15pm.  East Jordan High
School, 101 Maple Street.
Simply call 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or
visit redcrossblood.org to
make an appointment or for
more information.

BOYNE CITY
Business AFter hours

December 17, 5:30pm.
Business After Hours will be

hosted by Porter Creek Fish

House at Sommerset Pointe

and co-sponsored by

Charlevoix State Bank

EAST JORdAN
The East Jordan Lions

Club is still accepting site

reservations for their annual

lighted Christmas Village at

the EJ Tourist Park, Dec. 3-

Jan.4.

Email jeffargetsinger@ya-

hoo.com or call 582-2770 for

more information.

ChARLEVOIX
ironton Ferry serViCe
suspenDeD

The Charlevoix County

Transportation Authority has

determined it will be neces-

sary for the Ironton Ferry to

remain closed for the remain-

der of the 2015 season, due

to the extensive damage

caused by an October 2nd

private vehicle fire while

aboard the ferry. The Trans-

portation Authority anticipates

no fire-related delay in the an-

nual re-opening on April 15,

2016 as scheduled.

BOYNE CITY
FArMers MArKet

The Boyne City Winter

Farmers Market begins No-

vember 7 at the Red Barn on

Saturday’s from 9am-1pm

through April.

EAST JORdAN
FArMers MArKet

Thursdays, 9am-1pm at

Sportsman’s Park (Bridge

Street).  Winter Farmers Mar-

ket begins November 14 at

the Civic Center.  Takes place

on the second Thursday of

the month from 10am-2pm

through April.  On Facebook

at EastJordanFarmer’sMarket

ChARLEVOIX
Hospice of Northwest

Michigan invites you to join

our Monthly adult grief, loss

& bereavement support

group, which takes place the

2nd Sunday of each month

from 4-5pm at the First Bap-

tist Church, 6781 M66 North.

This program is open to any-

one in our community looking

for assistance in their grief

process and is facilitated by

Rev. David Behling.   There

is NO CHARGE to attend.

Please feel free to call Hos-

pice at 231-547-7659 to reg-

ister or for more information.

EAST JORdAN
ChristiAn CoFFee
house

Open Door Christian coffee

house will be held every first

and third Saturday at the East

Jordan Community Center on

Main St. Refreshments are

available; free coffee and a

small charge for pizza and

soda. We have a lot of won-

derful talent right here in

northern Michigan. Great fel-

lowship, everyone is welcome

to come 

ChARLEVOIX
story tiMe

Weekly Story Time is

hosted every Thursday at

10:30am and all children and

their parents or caregivers

are invited to attend. Story

Time at the Charlevoix Library

is geared towards children

birth to five years old. Ms.

Laura, storyteller extraordi-

naire, reads stories, sings

songs, interacts with finger

plays, and sometimes even

dances with the kids. 
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The "Veteran of  the Month" for
November, 2015 is Alvin Frank
Kowatch.  Born on November 29,
1923 in Dallas, Michigan to Jacob
and Ida Schafer Kowatch, he was
the youngest of  5 children. Fol-
lowing his father’s passing, he
dropped out of  school after com-
pleting the 8th grade to work as a
plasterer helper to earn money to
take care of  his Mother.  Kowatch
enlisted into the United States
Army on February 5, 1943 at
Camp Grant, Illinois.  Following
Basic Training and Advanced In-
dividual Training he received his
Driver and Mechanic Badges.
Promoted to Platoon Staff Ser-
geant, Kowatch participated in
campaigns in New Guinea and
the South Pacific and earned the
following decorations and cita-
tions:  Victory Medal; American
Theater Ribbon; Asiatic-Pacific
Theater Ribbon; Philippine Lib-
eration Ribbon; 3 Overseas Serv-
ice Bars; 1 Service Stripe, 1
Bronze Battle Star; Good Con-
duct Medal and Marksman
Medal with the M-1 Rifle.  On
March 31, 1946, Kowatch com-
pleted his Military obligation and
returned back home and on June

1, 1946 he married Lucille
Gearhart in Lansing, Michigan.
He then went to work with his fa-
ther-in-law plastering and build-
ing houses.  Alvin and Lucille
had 3 children and after his fa-
ther-in-law suffered a debilitating
stroke, he took over the family
business.  In 1969 the family
moved to East Jordan, Michigan
and soon after he went to work in
the Maintenance Department at
the East Jordan Iron Works, how-

ever he continued to do plaster-
ing jobs on the side.  On January
13, 1986 he retired from the Iron
Works and later that year moved
with Lucille to Forsyth, Georgia
to enjoy retirement.  Alvin never
did truly retire, as he felt the
need to keep busy. Whether it
was doing plastering jobs, home
remodeling, bowling, hunting,
singing in the church choir or
gardening and tending to his
many fruit trees and flower beds.
But his greatest joy came from
building custom dollhouses for
his great granddaughters, for
which he was featured in the
local newspaper.  He loved wood-
working, which started at the age
of  13 when he built an entire vil-
lage out of  orange crates.  On
January 17, 2008 in Forsyth,
Georgia, Alvin Frank Kowatch
answered the final call and is
being honored by his Grand-
daughter Karen and her family.  

Veteran of the Month
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GREAT MILEAGE MAKER!   $10, 980
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GREAT RIDE FOR WINTER!    $23,970
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PERFECT FOR WINTER!    $25,990
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BEAUTIFUL & CLEAN!  $29,960
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DON’T WAIT, SEE THEM TODAY!  $19,990

BOYNE CITY

POLICE dEPT.
MonDAy, 

noVeMBer 9
1000 Report of possible

missing air conditioning unit on
Roosevelt.  

1010 Report of a bird with a
mouse trap on its foot in the 300
block of N Lake St.

1045 Fraud complaint from
the 500 block of Boyne Av 

1204 Request for civil
standby on W Division St

1720 Bad driver reported
headed to town on Pleasant Val-
ley Rd

2003 Report of a mattress
in the middle of State Street.   

2121 Property damage ac-
cident at State and East. 

tuesDAy, 
noVeMBer 10

1305 Possible civil com-
plaint reported in the 200 block
of S Lake St. 

2129 Vehicle unlock E. Main
and Park.

2213 Report of intoxicated
driver hitting fence in the 100
block of W Pine St 

WeDnesDAy, 
noV 11

1428 Report missing keys 
1500 Report of Hit and Run

crash in the 300 block of E Divi-
sion St on Sunday.  

1550 Report of suspicious
activity on Ottawa St.  

1815 Car deer accident on
State St at the city limits.  

1826 Citation served on
subject on BC-EJ Rd for violat-
ing restricted license and fail to
yield at signed intersection.

thursDAy, 
noVeMBer 11

0041 Assisted Sheriff Dept
on Pleasant Valley Rd. 

0806 Car deer accident on
State St near Rotary Park

0940 911 check in the 100
block of S Lake St.

1120 Report of property line
dispute on Roosevelt.   

1550 Report of suspicious
subjects in the 500 block of N
Lake St

FriDAy
noVeMBer 13

0222 Suspicious situation in
the 400 block of Boyne Ave.

0252 Report of possible
suicidal subject enroute from
Harbor Springs

0600 Suspicious situation in
the 1100 block of Boyne Av

0758 Report of sick rac-
coon on Fall Park Rd.  

0808 Unlock in the 800
block of Thompson.  

1030 Report of attempted
IRS scam.  

1105 Report of attempted
IRS scam in the 200 block of
Hannah St.  

1236 Report of attempted
IRS scam.  

1112 Report of threatening
letter received in the 300 block
of Vogel St

1250 Assist Sheriff Dept
with traffic control for funeral es-
cort 

1252 Report of subject
threatening dog on Franklin St
after verbal altercation with
owner.

1503 Civil complaint on
Second St

1510 Lead football team out
of town

1557 Report of attempted
IRS scam.  

2135 Citation issued for
speed on Pleasant Ave near
Timber Ln. 

2338 Assist MSP at 131 S
and Cherry Hill Rd. 

sAturDAy, 
noVeMBer 14

0826 Arrested subject for
OWI under 21.

1000 Dispatched distem-
pered raccoon in the 300 block
of N Park St

1400 Unlock on Water St. 
1454 Gasoline drive off from

the 1300 block of Boyne Av
2029 Citation issued for

speed on Front St. near Division.

sunDAy, 
noVeMBer 15

0332 Assist Sheriff Dept
with an OWI on 131 S near Rob-
bins Siding Rd. 

0948 Assist citizen from the
300 block of Silver St

1420 Traffic assist to
Charlevoix Towing at Lake and
River 

1652 Lodged a stray dog at
the shelter.

O N L I N E  AT  W W W. C H A R L E V O I XCO U N T Y N E W S . CO MNews
Boyne City’s Walkabout

Sculpture Committee
Photo Contest, open to all
amateur and professional
photographers, kicked off
in September.  The com-
mittee received 31 photo
entries posted to Face
Book.    David Leaver won
with his photo entitled
Draco Starry Night, which
captured the Draco
Viewer in the starlight.
David will receive $100
and be recognized at the
June 2016 Artist Recep-
tion. 

“We are so pleased that
so many photographers
participated and posted
amazing photos of  our
sculptures”, says event or-
ganizer and local sculptor,
Martha Sulfridge.   “This
was an opportunity for us
to encourage everyone to
enjoy the sculptures and
allow them to study the
sculptures from a differ-
ent, more thoughtful per-
spective.” 

A new photo contest
will kick off in January
with a new twist.  The
photos submitted and
posted to our Face Book
page must be a selfie with
their favorite sculpture.

The Walkabout Sculp-
ture Show, now in its
eighth month, features
eight sculptures of  vari-
ous sizes and mediums -
life size to monument pre-
sentations, realistic to ab-

stract, metal, clay, steel,
iron and granite - has cre-
ated a real buzz.  

Martha Sulfridge, said,
“The goal is to create a
new and fresh show each
year and expand the tour
to include even more
sculptures and artists
from around the country
next year.”   

An Artist Reception, to
be held in June to cele-
brate and thank the sculp-
tors for the enjoyment the
community received
throughout the year. The
reception will also intro-
duce the new pieces that
will be installed for the
next year.   A People’s
Choice Award of  $1,000
will be presented to the
winning sculpture at the
June Reception.

The Walkabout Sculp-
ture Show is free and ac-
cessible to all viewers 24
hours a day.  All the fea-
tured art works are for
sale.  Anyone interested in
purchasing or voting on
their favorite pieces can
contact the Boyne City
Main Street office at 231-
582-9009,
Mainstreet@boynecity.co
m or visit www.walka-
boutsculptureshow.com.

Walkabout Sculpture Photo
Contest winner announced

RIGHT:  David Leaver won
with his photo entitled Draco
Starry Night, which captured
the Draco Viewer in the
starlight.  Courtesy photo


